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expect that Oceana or Utopia should ever be established in it.
Not only the prejudices of the public but, what is more uncon-
querable, the private interests of many individuals, irresistibly
oppose it.' He underestimated, however, the influence his work
would have upon the policy of the country. Five editions were
published while he was alive. Pitt seems to have read it while
still an undergraduate at Cambridge. When he became Prime
Minister in 1783 he frequently acknowledged its influence upon
his policy. When Smith came to London in 1787 there were
many conversations between them, after one of which Adam
Smith is reported' to have said that Pitt understood his ideas
better than he did himself.

The growth of free trade

The first practical result of Pitt's conversion was the Eden
Treaty of Commerce with France in 1786, by which France
reduced to low levels the duty upon British cotton and woollen
goods and hardware, in return for a similar reduction of the
duties upon French wines, brandy, and glass. During the earlier
part of Pitt's administration the first steps were taken to simplify
the tariff, and despite much opposition he made it clear that
in many directions he intended to go farther towards free trade.
The Napoleonic wars prevented any considerable movement in
this direction for the time being.

In 1820, however, a petition was presented to the House of
Commons by Thomas Tooke, author of the well-known History
of Prices^ on behalf of the merchants of London, in favour of the
abolition of all duties except for revenue purposes. A similar
petition came from the Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce.
A Committee of Inquiry reported favourably upon the proposals,
declared that the high British tariff was the reason commonly
given by foreign governments for maintaining a high tariff
themselves, and recommended a gradual movement towards
free trade. Huskisson, President of the Board of Trade, adopted
the policy immediately. In 1823 he secured the passage of the
Reciprocity of Duties Act. Between 1823 and 1825 several
import prohibitions were removed and a considerable number
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